
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

the next ENVI meeting will take 
place on 12 and 15 October.  

The COVID-19 crisis has showed how 
health systems can quickly become 

saturated and how important is to 
increase coordination at EU level in 
the prevention and management of 
health crisis. On Monday, ENVI will 
be voting on the draft report on the 

so-called EU4Health Programme to 
support Member States in 

promoting health across the EU and help strengthening resilience of their 
health systems.  The ENVI draft Report reinstates an ambitious funding of EUR 
9.4 billion for the Health programme,  as it was originally proposed by the 

Commission, but has been dramatically cut by the European Council 
Conclusions’ last July.  The programme aims to invest in disease prevention,  
tackling chronic diseases and cancer,  support health digitalisation across  
Europe as well as increase EU preparedness in case of health threats.  

Members will be also voting on the opinion on the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility (RRF), which aims to make Members States’ economies more resilient,  
offering large-scale financial support for public investments and reforms. RRF  

is key to help Member States to address the economic and social challenges  
they are facing, especially in the aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis, in various  
areas such as employment, education, research and innovation, public health,  
but also in issues related to the business environment, including public 
administration and the financial sector. It is crucial to ensure that these 

investments and reforms focus on green and digital transitions, thereby  
ensuring a sustainable recovery. 

The future relations between the UK and the EU will be on the spotlight during  
the meeting in the afternoon. ENVI will hold a public hearing on “Prospects and 
Perils for the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety in the Future EU-UK 
Relationship”. Members will exchange with experts from academic, NGOs and 
the industry on possible divergence between EU and UK standards in the areas 

of the environment, public health and food safety. It will be crucial to have this  
open debate also in order to consider which policy measures might be adopted 
to combat any adverse effects in those areas.  

On Thursday, we will continue to focus on other core aspects of the Green Deal, 
such as the new action plan on the circular economy and the Chemicals strategy 
for sustainability. ENVI will hold the first exchange of views on its draft Report 
on the circular economy action plan. Commissioner Sinkevičius will present 
during an exchange of views with Members, the new EU Chemicals Strategy to 

reduce the risks of producing and using chemicals on human health and on the 
environment. In its resolution of 10 July the European Parliament has called for 
a comprehensive and holistic approach to the Chemicals strategy in order to 
ensure that it will address the gaps in the current legal framework and creating  

synergies with other relevant EU legislation. 

As always, you can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html  

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 
account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 12 October 2020 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes : 
 Establishment of a Programme for the Union's action in the field of health 

–for the period 2021-2027 and repealing Regulation (EU) No 282/2014 
(“EU4Health Programme”) (Vote on the amendments on 12/10 , final vote 
on 13/10) 

 Establishing a Recovery and Resilience Facility (Vote on the amendments  
on 12/10 , final vote on 13/10) 

 

Exchange of Views:  
 with Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and 

Fisheries on Chemicals Strategy 

 New Circular Economy Action Plan 

 Implementation session on air quality - Exchange of views with the  
Commission (2nd session) 

 ECA Special Report 13/2020 (Discharge 2019) : Biodiversity on farmland:  
CAP contribution has not halted the decline and ECA Special Report 
04/2020 (Discharge 2019): Using new imaging technologies to monitor the  
Common Agricultural Policy: steady progress overall, but slower for climate  

and environment monitoring 

 
Public Hearing: 
 "Prospects and perils for the environment, public health and food safety in 

the future EU-UK relationship" 
 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

Establishment of the EU4Health Programme  
ENVI will be voting on its draft report 
to establish the Programme for the  
Union's action in the field of health, the  
so-called “EU4Health Programme”.  
The Programme aims to enhance  

health promotion and resilience of  
health systems across the EU. The draft 
Report reinstates the ambitious  
funding of EUR 9.4 billion, as originally  

proposed by the Commission. To reach the programme's objectives, the draft 

report proposes, inter alia, to strengthen disease prevention, reduce health 
inequalities and support digitalisation in healthcare. The draft Report also aims 
at increasing cooperation at EU level to improve preparedness in case of health 
crisis. A EU4Health Steering Group, involving independent experts in the field 
of public health, is introduced to ensure effective implementation of the  

Programme. More than 1000 amendments have been submitted to the draft 
report, a large part of which has been distilled into 10 compromise  
amendments.  

Rapporteur: BUŞOI (EPP), 

Shadows: CERDAS (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), REGIMENTI (ID), RIVASI 

(Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL), 
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Establishing a Recovery and Resilience Facility 
 

ENVI will vote on the Recovery and 

Resilience Facility (RRF) aims to support 
Member States, via large scale financia l 
support for public investments and 
reforms, in making their economies  
more resilient and better prepared for 

future crisis. It will help member States 
to respond to challenges, especially in 
the aftermath of the COVID crisis, in 

various areas such as employment and education, research and innovation,  

health issues, but also issues related to the business environment, including  
public administration and the financial sector. Crucially, it will also ensure that 
these investment and reforms focus on the challenges and investment needs  
related to the green and digital transitions, thereby ensuring a sustainable  
recovery. The RRF will be a key programme of the European Union Recovery  

Instrument as part of the revised Multiannual Financial Framework. It will 
provide non-repayable financial support and loans to Member States to 
support public investments and reforms, as set out in their recovery and 
resilience plans.  The European Council agreed on an envelope for RRF of €672.5 
billion in loans and non-repayable financial support (grants) to support the 

implementation of investments and reforms.  Grants worth a total of €312.5 
billion will be provided to Member States under the Facility and the remaining  
€360 billion will be provided in loans. 
 
Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew), 

Shadows: PEREIRA (EPP), BONAFÉ (S&D), EICKHOUT (Greens/EFA), VONDRA 

(ECR), MODIG (GUE/NGL), 

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, 
Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries on 
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 

Commissioner  Sinkevičius, will present 
to ENVI Members the new EU Chemicals  
strategy, during an exchange of views 
on Thursday. As part of the European 
Green Deal, the strategy for chemicals  
was included in the Commission Work 

Programme for the beginning of 2020. 
In an updated work programme, the 
Commission postponed the adoption of 

the Chemicals Strategy to the third quarter of 2020. The European Parliament 
has repeatedly called for such a strategy to significantly reduce the risks related 

to the production and the use of chemicals on human health and the 
environment.  In its resolution of 20 July the Parliament has also stresses that 
the new strategy must achieve coherence and synergy between all relevant 
legislation, from chemicals legislation to pollution and waste legislations. The 
strategy follows the consultation on the road map launched by the Commission 

in May 2020, targeting stakeholders, experts, and the public to gather input on 
challenges on the way forward for EU chemicals policy,  and  that was 
concluded in June 2020. 

 

 

 

New Circular Economy Action Plan 

ENVI Members will exchange  
views on the own initiative report 
“New Circular Economy Action 

Plan”, based on the Commission 
Communication on “A New 
Circular Economy Action Plan- For 
a cleaner and more competitiv e  
Europe”. The rapporteur, Mr 

Huitema, will present his draft 
report in which the three wins of 
the circular economy - 
environment, jobs and growth - 

are emphasised. The draft report further points to a number of aspects  

covering the entire product cycle from product policy over key value chains and 
sectors to waste policy. It calls on the Commission to propose an EU target for 
the reduction of the use of raw materials as well as resource efficiency and 
environmental footprint targets for each product category and to introduce  
product-specific targets for recycled content. As for tackling micro plastics in a 

comprehensive way, the draft report stresses also the importance of adopting  
a comprehensive phase-out strategy for intentionally added micro plastics and 
proposes specific binding waste reduction targets and targets to cap the  
generation of residual waste. The IMCO and ITRE committees are associated to 

this report. The deadline for tabling amendments is 22 October 2020.  
 
Rapporteur: HUITEMA (Renew), 

Shadows: PIETIKÄINEN (EPP),BONAFÉ (S&D), LIMMER (ID), AUKEN(Greens/EFA), 

KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), WALLACE (GUE/NGL), 

 

ECA Special Reports on Biodiversity on farmland and on 
using new imaging technologies to monitor the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP)  

 

During a joint meeting with CONT, the  
Committee primarily responsible for the  
control of the implementation of the  
budget of the Union and with AGRI, the  
Committee leading the legislative work  

on the CAP reform files, ENVI Members  
will exchange views on two Special 
Report that will be presented by the  
European Court of Auditors (ECA) 

respectively on biodiversity on farmland and on the use of new imagining  

technologies to monitor the CAP. As regards to farmland biodiversity - the  
number and variety of animal species on farmland - the ECA Special Report 
13/2020 states that EU’s agricultural policy has not helped enough to maintain 
and enhance farmland biodiversity. And this, despite the fact that the EU 
committed to stop biodiversity loss by 2020 and that the Commission has 

planned to allocate €66 billion from the CAP between 2014 and 2020 to 
enhance biodiversity on farmland. The report found, inter alia, that the  
formulation of the agriculture targets in the EU biodiversity strategy makes it 
difficult to measure progress and that the impact of CAP direct payments is 
limited or unknown. ECA recommends therefore that the Commission improves  

the design of its next biodiversity strategy, enhances the contribution made to 
biodiversity by direct payments and rural development action, tracks  
biodiversity-related expenditure more accurately and develops reliable  
indicators that are suited to monitoring progress in farmland biodiversity.  
Regarding the use of imaging technologies, such as the EU-owned Copernicus  

Sentinel satellites, to monitor the CAP, providing benefits both for farmers and 
for the environment, ECA Special Report 04/2020 concludes that there has 
been steady progress overall, but that progress has been slower for climate and 
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environment monitoring. The Report states that the Commission has 
encouraged the use of new technologies by Member State paying agencies, 
especially for monitoring direct payment area aid and that, in 2019, 15 paying 
agencies in five Member States used Sentinel data to check aid applications ,  

but that a number of obstacles currently hamper wider use of new technologies  
by paying agencies. ECA recommends therefore that the Commission mitigate  
these obstacles and make better use of the new technologies for monitoring  
environmental and climate requirements. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Prospects and perils for the environment, public health 
and food safety in the future EU-UK relationship 
 

On Monday 12 October, from 13.45 to 15.40, 
the ENVI will hold a public hearing on 
“Prospects and Perils for the Environment,  
Public Health and Food Safety in the Future  
EU-UK Relationship”.  

Committee Members will hear from 
academic, NGO and industry experts about 
possible divergences between EU and UK 
standards in the areas of the environment,  

public health and food safety and consider policy measures that might be 

adopted to combat any adverse effects. 
In view of the current state of the negotiations with the UK, the hearing seeks 
to promote an open debate with experts about the possible divergence  
between EU and UK standards in the areas of the environment, public health 

and food safety and to consider the policy measures that might be adopted to 
combat any adverse effects. 
 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 
 Study on The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality 

 Briefing on the Greenhouse gas emissions from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level 

 Study on Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer 

 Briefing on Assessment of COVID-19 surveillance case definitions and data 
reporting in the European Union 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,  
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors  
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future  
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,  
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 

Upcoming publications: 
 Briefing paper on Opportunities of post-Covid-19 European recovery funds  

in transitioning towards circular and climate neutral economy (October 
2020)  

 In depth analysis on the link between biodiversity loss and the increasing  
spread of zoonotic diseases (October 2020)  
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
Health Ozone depleting substances in 2020 

A new EEA briefing confirms that the EU is  
achieving its goals to phase out ozone-
depleting substances under the Montreal 
Protocol. The new data show that in 2019, for 

the seventh consecutive year, the EU 
destroyed or exported more ozone-depleting substances than it produced or 
imported. The results reflect the successful implementation of the EU's Ozone 
Regulation, which goes further than the Montreal Protocol. The EEA briefing  
was published on the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, 

which is celebrated every year on 16 September. This year marks 
35th anniversary of the Vienna Convention and 35 years of ozone layer 
protection at global level. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
EMA’s human medicines committee has 

started the ‘rolling reviews’ of two COVID-19 
vaccines -  one developed by the company 
AstraZeneca in collaboration with the 
University of Oxford and a second developed 

by BioNTech together with Pfizer. The reviews will be evaluating the first batch 

of data on the vaccines, which come from laboratory studies (non-clinical data). 
This does not mean that a conclusion can be reached yet on the vaccines' safety 
and effectiveness, as much of the evidence is still to be submitted to the 
committee. Large-scale clinical trials involving several thousands of people are  

ongoing and results will become available over the coming weeks and months.  
The rolling reviews will continue until enough evidence is available to support 
a formal marketing authorisation application. link 1    link 2   

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
EFSA has set a new safety threshold for the main 
perfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, that 
accumulate in the body. The threshold – a group 
tolerable weekly intake (TWI) of 4.4 nanograms  
per kilogram of body weight per week – is part 

of a scientific opinion on the risks to human health arising from the presence of  
these substances in food. PFAS are a group of man-made chemicals that are  

manufactured and used in a variety of industries around the world (e.g. textiles, 
household products, fire-fighting, automotive, food processing, construction,  
electronics).Exposure to these chemicals may lead to adverse health effects. 
People can be exposed to PFAS in different ways, including food, where these  
substances are most often found in drinking water, fish, fruit, eggs, and egg 

products.. More here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

A pilot project by the Enforcement Forum of the  
European Chemicals Agency examining imports  
of products into the EU has found that 23 % of  
inspected products were non-compliant with 
EU chemicals legislation REACH and CLP. Some 

imports contained illegal amounts of hazardous substances that are restricted 
in the EU, while others had incorrect hazard labelling – which could 
compromise their safe use and put citizens’ health at risk if they enter the  
market.Read more 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

On 24 September the ECDC published a new risk  
assessment on COVID-19 that, on the basis of the  
epidemiological information as per 13 September,  

categorises Member States and the UK in either 
‘stable trends’ or ‘concerning trends’. In 
particular, in the EU/EEA countries with a stable  
trend, because of the low proportion of cases in 

elderly individuals, and of severe cases and low death notification rates, the  
impact of the disease is assessed as low. In the countries of the second group 
the overall probability of infection is considered very high. For some of these  
countries the increased notification rates may be partially explained by the  
steady increase in testing rates as well as by the larger number of young, mild 

or even asymptomatic cases that have been tested. More here. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 28-29 October 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in the 
area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 
publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 

About the editor: European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety - Responsible administrators: Giacomo Fassina, Valentina Papa. Responsible assistants: Anna Pawlik, Isabelle Rihani. 

Legal disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is 
indicative and subject to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 

position of the ENVI Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not 
necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites. Photos @AdobeStock 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/climate/ozone-depleting-substances-and-climate-change/2020
https://ozone.unep.org/ozone-day/ozone-life-35-years-ozone-layer-protection
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/index.jsp?curl=pages/home/Home_Page.jsp&mid=
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-starts-second-rolling-review-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-starts-first-rolling-review-covid-19-vaccine-eu
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/pfas-food-efsa-assesses-risks-and-sets-tolerable-intake
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/pfas-food-efsa-assesses-risks-and-sets-tolerable-intake
http://echa.europa.eu/
https://echa.europa.eu/-/1-in-4-imported-products-found-to-be-non-compliant-with-reach-and-clp
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-risk-assessment-increased-transmission-twelfth-update
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/calendar.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/researchbypolicyarea.html

